THE DISCUSSION OF "RESPONSIBILITY" AFTER 1919    9
The Kautsky Documents,8 published in December, 1919,
were a consequence of the German revolution at the close
of the War. The new German republic made the veteran
Socialist leader, Karl Kautsky, Assistant Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs. He was authorized to edit all the docu-
ments in the German Foreign Office which might throw
light on the origins of the World War. He and his assistants
carefully copied, arranged, and annotated a mass of papers
in eighteen volumes in the archives containing the diplo-
matic correspondence during the July crisis of 1914. In
contrast with the meager German White Book of 1914, with
its 27 documents, the Kautsky publication comprises 1123
documents, of which 937-are given in extenso and the re-
mainder in a sufficiently full summary. The letters and
telegrams are arranged in strict chronological order, and
allowed to speak for themselves. The editors have merely
added convenient cross references, indexes, and data as to
the exact day, hour and minute when each despatch was
sent and received. This extraordinarily precise and unpre*
cedentedly complete compilation, containing detailed in-
formation which was unfortunately lacking in documentary
publications issued early in the War, now made it possible
to determine with considerable nicety just how much a
German official knew when he took any action. It enabled
one for the first time to judge with knowledge and fairness
of the motives, the honesty, and the ability of the men
guiding the German ship of state in 1914. It laid the basis
for the beginning of a scholarly study of the immediate
responsibility for the War. It showed scholars that during-
the critical days before the War, Germany had made real
efforts to avert it, but that she had been guilty of blunders
8 Die deutschen Dokumente zum Kriegsausbruch, ed. by Karl Kautsky,
Graf Max Montgelas and Prof. Walter Schucking, 4 vols., Charlottenburg,
1919, new enlarged edition, 1927; Eng. ed., Outbreak of the World War,
German Documents Collected by Karl Kautsky, New York, 1924 (Carne-
gie Endowment for International Peace).